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Short Commentary

96:2 - The very first word of the verse shows that the Quran
was meant to be read and proclaimed, to be collected and
put together and conveyed to the whole world.

Moreover, the verse embodies a prophecy that the Quran will
be written and repeatedly read and recited. It is an
undeniable fact of history that as soon as a portion of the
Quran was revealed it was committed to writing and that
among all religious Scriptures the Quran is the most widely
read.
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'~ 96:3 - The verse signifies that love of God is ingrained in the

nature of man, and that it was natural that there should
have been someone in whom this instinctive impulse should
find its completest manifestation.

 This was the Holy Prophet who loved his Creator with all his

mind, heart and soul. The verse also signifies that as man’s
physical development is gradual, so is his spiritual
development, and this gradual development culminated in

the Holy Prophet.
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Short Commentary

97:2 - We have revealed it in the Night of Decree or
Destiny,

i.e. the Quran was revealed at a time when man’s destiny
was decreed, the future pattern of the universe was
settled, and right principles of guidance for humanity were
laid down for all time to come.

The time of the appearance of a great Divine Reformer is
also called L3l 4ld because at that time sin and vice hold
widespread sway and the powers of darkness reign
supreme.
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97:5 - = 5, here signifies a new spirit, awakening,
zeal and determination.

The verse purports to say that in the Night of Destiny
the angels of God descend to help the Divine
Messenger or Reformer to promote and further the
cause of truth and that his followers are inspired with
a new life, a new spirit and a new awakening, to
spread and propagate the Divine Message.
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Short Commentary

98:6 - In this verse essence of the objective of believers is described
as.

And they were not commanded but to serve Allah, being sincere to
Him in obedience, and being upright, and to observe Prayer and pay
the Zakat. And that is the right religion.



08:9 - A glad tiding is given to those who believed in God and
remained steadfast as.

Their reward is with their Lord—Gardens of Eternity, through
which streams flow; they will abide therein forever. Allah is well
pleased with Him. That is for him who fears his Lord.
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Short Commentary

99:2 - The expression L& ) ) s= ¥ & ¥y means that the whole earth will
experience all manner of internal as well as external commotion and upheavals.

In our time not only has the earth been constantly shaken by most
destructive earthquakes, wars and other calamities and catastrophes at
frequent intervals, but also its dwellers have been subjected to violent and
virulent agitation in every walk of life. Man has experienced

catastrophic changes never witnessed by him before.
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99:7 - The verse means that in the time of the Promised Messiah, in order to
protect and safeguard their political, social and economic interests, people will
form themselves into parties, companies and groups.

There will be political parties and parties formed on economic basis; and powerful
guilds, cartels and syndicates will also come into existence.

The words "that they may be shown the results of their works" signify that
individuals will pool their resources, and collective effort will take the place of

individual effort in order that they might make their weight felt and their labours
might lead to some result.
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Short Commentary

100:2 - How dear to God must be those fighters who wage relentless
war against the forces of evil that He has sworn by them or even by
their horses.

The verse speaks volumes for the zeal and enthusiasm of the
Companions of the Holy Prophet to fight and give up their lives in the
way of God. It says that they march to the field of battle with extreme
delight and zeal to score a victory or be killed in the way of Allah and
thus obtain His pleasure which is their most coveted goal in life.



100:2 - The verse also refers admiringly to the swiftness of
movement of their chargers and the suddenness of their assault.

The verse was revealed in Mecca at a time when Muslims had no
horses. In the Battle of Badr, there were only two horses with the
Muslim army, one belonging to Migdad and the other to Zubair. The
verse, in fact, constituted a prophecy that soon the Muslims will
have horses. It also was a command to them to have cavalry along

with infantry.
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Short Commentary e

101:10 - & primarily meaning, 'mother' has a variety of secondary significations
such as source, origin; support; an abode, etc. (Lane & Agrab).

The verse signifies that the connection of the sinful people with Hell will be like that
of a baby with its mother. Just as the embryo goes through various stages of
development in the womb till it is born as a full-fledged human being, so will the
guilty people pass through different stages of spiritual torture, till their souls are
completely cleansed of the taint of sin and they will thus receive a new birth.

Thus the punishments of Hell are intended to make the wicked repent of their sins
and so reform themselves. According to Islamic concept Hell is a penitentiary.
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Short Commentary

102:2 - Acquisitiveness and man’s inordinate desire to outstrip others in wealth,
position and prestige lies at the root of all human troubles and the neglect of the

higher values of life.
It is man’s great misfortune that his passion for acquiring worldly things knows no
limit and leaves him no time to think of God or the Hereafter.

He remains entirely engrossed in these things till death comes upon him.

Against general practice, the verb W) has not been followed by the preposition (= in
this verse. This enlarges the meaning of the verb, covering, as it does, all the things
that are calculated to divert man’s attention from God and not from any particular

thing or object.



K PN S AN S AN G FEAANT Ko A
NP LN Lo LN LN O LN [0

102:3 - Man remains engrossed in acquiring worldly goods till death comes upon
him and then he finds that he had wasted all his precious life.

The verse also signifies that competition for superiority in wealth, position and
numbers has led to the undoing of individuals and even of nations.

Moral rather than physical death is meant here, because physical death comes
uninvited, but man himself brings about his moral death. So it is not unqualified
rivalry and vying with one another that is condemned here. On the contrary,
believers have been exhorted in the Quran to endeavour to outstrip one another
in doing good (2:149 & 35:32). It is the blind craze for worldly things, to the
detriment of higher values, to which exception has been taken in this verse.



https://alislam.org/quran/app/2:149
https://alislam.org/quran/app/35:32
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Short Commentary

103:4 - It is history’s infallible testimony that those individuals or nations
who do not make full use of their God-given powers and faculties and of

the opportunities that come to them in this life, and who defy the eternal
natural laws which determine the destiny of man inevitably come to grief.
It is such individuals and nations who are the losers in the race against
time and it is to these that the word Jws¥! in the Surah refers.

Divine laws cannot be defied with impunity and the Quran repeatedly draws
pointed attention to the sad fate of those people who have the audacity to do so, in
the words:

"Have they not travelled in the earth and seen what was the end of those before
them?" (40:22).


https://alislam.org/quran/app/40:22
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Short Commentary

104:2 - The Surah is of general application but has been applied in
particular to those evil-minded opponents of the Holy Prophet,
who not being satisfied with persecuting him, defamed him and
spread all sorts of lies and slanders about him.

As against two basic good qualities, viz. goodness and patience,
mentioned in the preceding Surah, two evil qualities which cut at
the root of all social peace and harmony have been mentioned in
this Surah. Backbiting and slander-mongering are the two main
evils from which the so-called civilized society badly suffers today.
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